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Newsletter #175: 


What’s New at Shanna Schmidt Numismatics Inc. 


Hello from Germany! For those curious about traveling internationally during the 
pandemic, I can affirm that it is far from easy. If I didn’t have to fly overseas I likely 
would have not but I can’t alter where my family lives at this point. This situation gave 
me real pause when I considered all my European and Asian friends that wouldn't likely 
be able to attend the World’s Fair of Money in Rosemont. Being on the Board of 
Governors of the ANA affords me a touch of insight into the event so I have been fielding 
calls occasionally from friends inquiring what the situation will be like there. From my 
perspective and the majority of the BOG the feeling is one of cautious optimism where 
the convention is concerned. Everything points to a reopening of the Stephens Center 
(where the convention will be held) by late July. Chicago itself is planning large events 
like Lollapalooza (a large music event outside at Grant Park), Taste of Chicago (for 
outside) or the Chicago Auto Show (inside at the McCormick Place). Covid is not going to 
be gone by any stretch of the imagination so even if you personally are vaccinated, we 
should expect not everyone will be. That said, masks and necessary precautions will 
have to be made. This will certainly be mandated by the Stephens Center and followed 
by our excellent staff at the ANA. For those of you that are nervous to attend but are able 
to get here I urge your attendance. I think it will be a fun event as long as everyone does 
what they should be doing. If we all work together it will be a wonderful beginning to 
the convention season. 


Last week I only mentioned half of the NAC auction. I will continue in this newsletter to 
explore the 125th catalog. 


The Lugdunum Auction 21 (9 June 2021) 


This Swiss auction house is hosting a special auction on June 9th with a select group of 
six medals from the Martine, Comtesse Béhague Collection. The Comtesse, who lived 
from 1870-1939, was a French aristocrat who owned an extensive art collection, 
including coins. The medals are wonderfully described in detail by Dr. Jonas Flueck, the 
owner of Lugdunum and his catalog is available as a downloadable PDF: 


https://lugdunum.auex.de/img/lose/Kataloge/Auktion 21/index.html 


The proceeds from the sale of the medals will go towards the restoration of Notre Dame, 
a worthwhile charitable cause. Of course there are other nice coins as part of this catalog 
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Tauler & Fau Select, Auction 87 (9 June 2021) 


Tauler & Fau, the Spanish auction house is hosting a special “select” auction on June 9 
with 374 lots. The ancient coins offered just a small portion of the sale but are of nice 
quality with a fair number of Roman aurei as well. They have a good website where you 
can view additional photos and videos of some of the coins. Naturally being a Spanish 
firm they have an abundance of ancient Spanish (Greek) coins so if you are looking for 
something in that area this would be a great place to check. 


CNG E493 (9 June 2021) 


Like clockwork CNG is conducting their 493rd electronic auction with 989 coins. The 
first part of the auction is a nice group of fractions (small coins) from the Klasma Asami 
collection. Not everyone is a fan of small coins but I have always been fascinated at the 
artistry on such a tiny flan. Aside from this special collection there are no other noted 
groups in this sale but there are several appealing coins to be had. At the end of the sale 
they are offering more numismatic books for sale which may appeal to some who are 
broadening their libraries. 


MDC Auction 7 (12 June 2021) 


I have to be honest. My last experience bidding at the MDC auction was not entirely 
positive. I won some great coins but then due to the pandemic and probably other 
internal issues I did not get my coins for several months. I have no problem waiting but 
my customers started to get antsy and this put pressure on me of course. Naturally I had 
no control over it. I explain this because I’ve had my share of bad auction experiences 
and most of the time I’m left with the feeling that the auction house doesn’t care if they 
have my business or not. Don’t get me started on customer service these days. It is 
disappointing almost everywhere in my opinion. 


Now for MDC. They really tried hard to rectify the situation with me. They didn’t run 
away from the issues that happened but instead admitted there were failures and told 
me how they would try to make sure this didn’t happen again. You know what? I believe 
them. Not that it would take an amount of arm twisting to go to Monaco to an auction 
but they have graciously invited me each time. I wish I could go but there isn’t enough 
time to fit in a trip to Monaco, especially in the current situation. 


I would like everyone to give them another shot though because I think they have some 
fantastic coins. It is a small section of ancients but each coin is worth consideration. 
They also have some impressive world coins, particularly in the area of Britain. I’m 
hoping to participate but that will largely depend on customer bids I receive so do let me 
know if you are interested. 


Nomos Auction 22 (22 June 2021) 


I discussed this auction last week so I’!l refrain from rehashing. I sent several catalogs 
out to customers last week and hopefully you received them. Now would be a great time 
to assemble your lots of interest and do let me know in time for viewing. I will be 
viewing the sale in total on June 19th. If you want auction representation please email 
me to let me know. I will be attending this auction live. 


NAC Auction 124/125 (23-24 June 2021) 
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DYZAIILITIC VDUL WITTE VdLIOUS COLISIPITOLS. TICLE dl© LWYU ldllied COLCCTIOLIS TT UMS CdldlUE, 
The Viggo Collection of Flavian Imperial Coins from Provincial Mints and The Peter 
Bartlett Collection (emphasis on Visigothic coinage). 


Upon perusing the sale aside from the two collections which are carefully assembled 
and most of high quality, the remaining coins in the sale also reach that high standard. 
Normally the second day of a NAC sale has “the rest” of the material. This is not the 
case with this auction. There are many beautiful options to choose from. A few 
noteworthy: 


Lot 407: Arare aureus of L. Cornelius Sulla from c. 82 BC. I recently learned an 
interesting fact from my classes through the ANS Lyceum program. People often 
associate gold with power so when gold coins were struck it is undoubtedly to 
show prestige. The fact is that gold was typically used as a last resort when silver 
was not available or in low supply. I’m not suggesting this is the case with this 
particular coin but it crossed my mind. 

Lot 428: A coin from Faustus Cornelius Sulla in silver. This is absolutely pristine 
with a lovely strike and long pedigree. 

Lot 455: Acomplete denarius of Sextus Pompey with a nice pedigree 

Lot 458: Another difficult to find issue in pristine condition 

Lot 461: An exceedingly rare aureus from the first triumvirate, Lepidus. It is a 
plate coin in all the major references and has a pedigree back to 1887. 

Lot 533 and 535: Two great examples of the Flavian first family with Vespasian on 
the obverse and his two sons Titus and Domitian on the reverse. The coins were 
struck in the Asian province of Ephesus. 

Lot 570: A sharp and detailed denarius of Titus from Ephesus. 

Lot 574: Another wonderful denarius Ephesus but this time from Domitian 

Any of the coins from Ephesus in the Flavian section in fact! They are really all 
very nice. 

Lot 600: Acomplete and attractive denarius of Augustus 

Lot 623: A difficult to obtain Caligula/Germanicus denarius with a sharp strike 
Lot 689: A beautiful sestertius of Trajan with a detailed reverse die 

Lot 755: Acomplete example of the usurper Jotapian 

Lot 766: A rarely seen and pristine aureus of the short lived Quintillus 

Lot 802: An exceptional solidus of Anthemius 


Coin of the Week 


Roman Social War. Bovianum (?), 89 BC 
AR Denarius, 3.78g (18mm, 5h). Head of Italia with laurel wreath, behind head, VITELIU 
(Italia in local language) / Standing soldier with bull to his side 


Pedigree: Ex Glendining's, London, 20 Feb 1972, lot 157 

Price: $5,750 

References: Campana 147; Sydenham 627 

Grade: Some minor overall wear, but in great condition for the type. EF 


1r1057 
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Buy Coin 


The Social War was a volatile time in Rome’s long history. The War was sparked by the 
denial to admit the Socii (Italians outside of Rome) into Roman society. The Socii had 
fought side by side with Romans in conflicts. This led to a desire to be incorporated into 
the society and get all the benefits fitting Roman citizens. Marcus Livius Drusus, a 
tribune, appealed to the Roman Senate, to have equality to all. His attempts were met 
with hostility by the Senate and led to his assassination which sparked the Social War. 


The Marsi in the north and the Samnites in the south formed a confederacy and named 
themselves the Italia. They went so far as to create their own government and issue 
coinage, of which this example belongs. The army under Italia had success in the battles 
against the Romans but the conflict was ultimately settled when Lucius Julius Caesar 
helped persuade the Romans to accept those Italians that did not participate in the 
revolt. 


https://www.shannaschmidt.com/roman-repuclic/roman-social-war-bovianum-89- 
be?rq=rr1057 


If you are interested in this coin please click the link above or email me at 


shanna@shannaschmidt.com 


Until next week! 
Shanna 


Copyright © 2021 Shanna Schmidt Numismatics Inc., All rights reserved. 
www.shannaschmidt.com 
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